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The establishment of day care fadilities for children of students

and emplovees of an institution is an often stated program need by tho:
. . . -
concerned with women's 1ssues an campus. Unfgrtunately, relatlvely

.
N ‘ A - A— - L) -

little 1nformatlon is avallable on who woufa use a day care Faclllty

iﬁlone were established. N
- 3 Fd - s

York Un versvty 11973) conducted a survey which showeu that appro:.

.

1mate1y lwf% of the Atkinson College ({(Ontario) studegt body had pre-

school ‘chi ldren and l% ekpressed an ’r-erest in a college sponsored

' R ‘s ., ¢

day care facﬂlltv. Arterton 11971) fcund chat less' than }% of the Mass~

- achusetts Institute of Technology (MI") enployees had preschovl Chlld

v

AY

., and 1?35 than half of the lolwere Lnteres:ed in placlng their children
in an MIT sponsored dayscare~facility1' . S ' o

7.- ;_ The purpose of the currgﬁt/study was to survey students &nd facul

. staff members of the- Un1vers1ty cf Maryland College Par& to oetermlne

| - the1r interest .in a U%%vers ty sponsored day care’ facility. -

3

- L Procedure” + Y, X , . T

\’telephone survey (See Appendlx A) was conducted of a computer . [
drawn r doh\sample<Q§ €90 stucents (graduate and undergraduate- full /
and part-time) and 500 racultv~staff members. The student ponulation
was defined as those who had -never applied for hous1ng ‘and had an off-
campus address. Undergracuate sﬁdd“nts/were given training in making:

ised by a graduate research assisi

" the' telephone surveys and were supre

‘ant from the Counseling Center.
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Results ) : ./ ’

of the 94a studénts coftacted, 51 (5_7%) had at least one child
under s1x and 12 (1. 3%) eported Lhey wduld use a. Unlver31ty sponsored
. N
day care center. Of the 500 faculty -staff contacted 48 (9. 6%) had at
o A _f
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, :\ . © Summary S . ' .
PR r’ :

Results oé‘a tele hone survey of 960 off-campus students and

)
facurty*staff at the Un1vers1ty of Maryland, College Park ¥
. * ‘ 1
shTweo that 5.7% of the students angy9.56% of the facu%;y-staff had
", ,at

least one child under six. Addltwonally, 1.3% of the students

end 4. 6% of the facu‘ty—staff 1nd1~ated they would use a Unlvers1ty

lsponsored day care fac111ty Addltlonal results were obtained on

, =
. the amount respondents were w1llzﬁg to pay and ot haracteristics
o d

[ ‘ * " /
! of operatlon of the facility. BecaUSe Corlege Park is such a large

‘ ~
'te a low percentage 1nterest tnere do appear to be

\
- ;.enough 1nd1v1duals to begih»a fa0111ty.

-

institufion,

Additional points discussed
in the study concern other studies donT at othex institutions,’ the

1neff1ciency of conducting researd¢h in\an area where the Unlvers1ty

N

does not keep records, and the 1mportance of surveying those not

.
.

currently connected with the Un1vers1ty. = - < -




The establishment of day care fagilities for children of students

and employees of an 1nst1tutloq 1s an often sﬁated Drogram need by tho:
. . -
concerned with women s rssues an campus. Unfgrtunately, relatlvely

.

little 1nformatlon is avallanle on who woufd use a day care fac111ty

iisone were established. .
. s - y

York Un versvty (7973) conducted a survey which showeu that appros.

'1mate1y 1‘5% of the Atkinson College {(Ontario) studegt body had pre-

school chlldren and l ekpressed an 1n,erest in a college sponsored
’ b K] ., -

day care facﬂiity Arterton 11971) fcund that less than }% of the Mass\

achusetts Ins tltute of Technology {MIT) enployees had preschool chlldrr

- ) « A - . [ . ‘ . . .
and l?ss than half of the 1% were Lnteres:ed in placing their children

in an MIT sponsored day care :facility. ' S ' .

y .

‘. The purpose of the currgﬁg/study was to survey students dnd facul:
taff members of the- Unlver51ty ct Maryland College Par& to aetermlne
their interest .in a Uqgvers;ty sponsored day care” facility. L.

)

- O Procedure’ + ‘. ., . oo
\’*elephone survey (See Appendlx A) was conoucted of a computer
drawn x doh\sample.gf €30 s*ucents (graduate and undergraduate, full /
and part-time) and 500 facultv~staff members. The student population
was defined as those who had -never applied for hou51ng ‘and had an off-

-

campus address. Undergracuate sﬁqdcnts/were given training in makin%:

‘the telephone surveys and were supervised dy a graduate research assisi

‘ant from the Counseling Center.
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Results s "./ ‘ y

of the 90a studénts conttacted, 51 (5_7%) had at least one child

under 51x and 12 (1. 3%) eported Lhey would.use a. Unlver31ty sponsored
. N
day care center. Of t,e 500 faculty—staff contacted 48 (9. 6%) had at
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’ Un1vers1ty sponsored day care center. L \i\
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least one child.under six and 23 (4 6%) 1ndlcated tgey would use a

~ . -
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If~we progept these percentages to the total -number of People in

the populatlon ofistudents and faculty—staff who haue at least one Chl‘

s

"the Data Réseareh'éentef andf he OFflce of Res1dent Llfe

'pay $1.50 per hour; five would give $2. Ooa\k:houk, and two sald that

under six , and who wouwtd be 1nterested we achieve the ﬁollow1ng~ We‘

»

are 95% confident that the true number of students with chlldren undef

4 -
six 1s "petween 1030 and 2130 (3.7% to 7 6%), and bbat those who ‘say
[ A
‘ ' 4
they would use a Unlvers%ty lponsored day care center range between
. - . » . ./
410 and 540 (.7% and 1.9%). PrOJectlons .are based on data furnlshea by

—
For faculty -staff we are]94% confldent that(the txuve nufb/r wi?h

between 120 -and 300 (2.6% and 6. 59)

In general, t‘e st_ﬁents would use.the certer for half-days (morn 2
ings ox afternoons, several days % week}), hnlle the faculty and staff .
‘members would require'it to be open between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.mf,

with one staff'member needed from é:OG a:m. to 6:00 p.m. A ‘

All of the stafh rembers would be willing to pdy tbr this service

nlne of’ them would pay $1.00 ﬁ%r,hour Wawlmum; six would be W1lllng tc

L ol . t
they would pay whatever was necessa*y to support the center. ‘of" the
| .

12 students respondlng, 7 would not be willing to pay to have their.

u
g

chlldren cared for, four would contrlbute up to $1. 00 per hour per ;

child, and-one wourld glve up to $2.00 per houf. ’ co
. - l
Among the 12 students interested in using ‘the center,. exght said . |

e



+ that they would not be willing to contributenany hours_on é coopera-

. k! . e ' - - * s ‘ 3 & ; : :
tive basis to the center. Of'the remalnlng‘students, two indicated
. - D

.

that they. would glve five hours, pne wou&dscontrlbute up to elqht hour‘

-

and one would volunteer 10 houef "Most” of the faculty—stafr responden-
1nd1ca*ed a W1111ngness to contrlbute time to—the center. Eiéht of

these Lnd1v1duals sald they would contrlbute flve hours, six would
2

>volunteer up to three hours, ?Fd four said they WOuld contrlbute sOme

hours, but W1th the number of hours depending on, the cost of care for
~ . [ ‘ 3 , ?:
$ their chlldren. o - : v
- . . . — N, . ¢ e .

] ~ -

Seven of the 12 students sald they would use the center even if
¢ i.

s -

v L

it were not possible to prov1de profe551onaL staff members,\three //

students would not use the, center under these 01rcumstances,“wh11e’two
. /

O S L~ L B4 .
would use the center if there were no charge for care.- Twenty—one of
the 23 faculty—statf members: would use the center even 1f prcfes51onal
7 . pe

care'were not available, and two” Would. pot. - Coef

.

Three of the faculty* a%‘ members and five'of’ tﬁe students said -
N

that they would need/traqsportat{on to the center for their chridren

3

if the center wer located orf tﬁe'Unlversrty campus. }ll but one.of
the student respondents and all of the faculty- staff members indicated

3 that they would llke to be consulteéd regularly on pqllcy reLated to
. f -

» . ) [ ‘ .
center services. . ~/})// . g X
. , . \/ - ° ¢ . 2

In response to. questigks 13, all those surveyed reported that the

. -

chlldren h&ad no spec1a1 medical, bmotlonal, or othér needs- for thch

A

_ they would require unusual care. : ) T

— ’
R}
’

e . Discussion rcﬁ//;/ .
. ‘s S , o .
s the most obvious eonclusion £ the study is tth the
4 ’ ‘ .
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5’///< . fairly well with the York,Unlve151ty (1973) stgdy and the MIT study.

e

- N . N s . - - -“.. i te . 4
///low‘ consequently the percentage of those 1nterested 1n{the

fadlllty is.lower sttil; The figures from.the present survey agree

;weré actually 1nterested 1n a school sponsored day,care fac111ty. The '

’enroll.a thild'actually‘did so, although others who ‘did not initially’

' expréss an interest did énroll a child, and their center‘began with~
: pareﬁts seeking to enroll ong ox more chlldren\more than douoled No <

.3 . There is further 1nformatlon gathered.from other stuales done at
~ the- Un1vers1ty of Maryland College Park that{should be noted*J In a

‘study of. worklng women on campus currently being conducted by the

. the University, some prellmlgary results on day carg show the follow-

ing: About 17% of the classified-staff, 8% oflthe profe551onal staff_ '
» . ‘ . .

ally, 9% of the classified staff, 6%"of the-ﬁrofessional s \ff;aand
' ~ . o

(Arté&ton, 1971) who found 15 or less—of~stndent9<or Faculty staff whe———

)

-\
MIT. sttdy grov1des some information on, how many of those who expressec
interest actually enrdlled their chlldren 'in the day care facility ’
. ' > ¢
once it was' started. Less "than one-thlrd,cf thoge who said they woulc |

.
O

~
hars

-~ . »

J -
about 50% of the number who had expressed 1nterest at the time of’the
't -

survey. However, after! perLod’of about six months the number of

N -
K .e

)

information was provided in’ the York ‘study on the 1mplementat10n of a

t . . b . ~ A Y
‘day care center ° ” L T .- -

. . '

oy ‘.

Counsellng Center, andLPartlally funded’by the Women' s Commlss1on of

‘
. \
4 . . . * ’

. / . v R .
and 6% of the students have/at_least one child under six. Addition- .n

A 4

2% of the students said they tould use a University spohsored day gare

¥ * . . ’ ' ¢ .3 -
center. Again, . these figures are quite close to others reported even
. D » . '

though the population is different: woxrking women on campds;h
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Results of the Unlved51ty Student Lensus, whlch is adnlnlstered g

each year by the Counsellng Center "to rncoﬁlng freshmen, showed that

freshmen_tendedttouagree,that the “Unlver51ty should sponsor a dqy_“

1 ] .

te

care _center for'bre~schoolychildren." In 1971 48% agreed and’/ﬁ% dis- .

.. . °
‘ b . » . -

,tegreed; in 1972 55% agreed and 10% disagreed; and in 1975 43% agreed

' . - % ¥ L9 M - ' et
and 9% disagreed. The balance of the“responses were.neutral. - .-, ’

y - ’ ~ X e
- v
s _ R - . ¢ . ‘ 4

" Cohclusions and‘Recommendétions

- As noted ear;ier,»there,is not a hiéﬁ bercentage‘oflinterest‘iﬁ"A
déy_care from members>of the Universit§ commﬁnity." However, since ..
College.Park is S/ghuaflarge oaméusf the numbers of éeopie-interested

or llkely to enroll chlldren segm suff1c1ent to -warrant it. éhe £ind-

1ngs rarse a number of methodofogntal points about gonductlnq future
v -~ . N . —~
- day care research. ' ' : - . . .
. . — - N R * " ‘u
\FlrSL, rf%we»survey studerts and taculty staff we are p&obably i

asking the wrdng people. In, order td\meet.the oollgatlons of student-~\ ,
. , ~

- - L .-
or employees, those already on campuS‘have‘mgde‘some kind of -arrange- /// R

“ments for their children or they wouldn't .be able to came’to the c ok
cémpus. Append&x B contains,a list .of day care cenfers currently o

-

N - ;

nsed by respondents in the survey. Oné really needs to survey. those o
<

who ‘cannot enroll in school QF\K\jk £0r the Unlver51ty unless the[

have a day care. facility. Obviously mdst of these people would!havd

g
' no dlrect con dction with the Unnver31ty at present..Arterton (197r7

relnforces thls poisft by statlanthatlthe dctual’need for dey c;re
Y
will only pe known wlen a center,ls established and avallable.
A - » .
Another point worth noting‘-is that s%nce there is such a smél;
' pereentage oé'students end‘emplo ses dnterested in day care,’the' /

i

v
i . t 4

] . - , N
. . i
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v, effﬂ(t and cost of sufbeying this droup/is extraofdinarl 1y hlgh

N -

. \fact, it is suggested that the cosL~‘er ‘response, is so high that |

-~ —— unless thevUnlverSLty obtalns ‘bettey 1nfo;matlon on' numbers and ages

\' ©

,eﬁ children and regularly updates it, it is not worth. doing furtHer,

surveys of ¥lie type done here. A related point jgmade—to-The « ,.
. Y e <3 - _

8 . . o 3 ' ’ y 3 . ..n - -
. - University Women'&“~Commission Or *any gis Is 1nterested in campus issue.

_concerning women. Poor recopd eeplng by the 1nst1tutlon can hlnder a
. ~ ¥ v & : *
J progsam more rapidl an’any other variable. Data that could be
A L]

gathered ceq. ally and eas1ly should be' specified by the Comm1s51on as

J

part of*lts-program. Many admlnlstrators are either uné&ane'pf what

[ 4 .

° " be c@ntrover51al. Here is a clear‘task and charge for Qhe Womenf ; .g”' 7
. . . [ 2 ’

»

Commission or other groups on campus.

S
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o . APPENDIX A .
—_—le— ¢ //' 5 . .
: ~ - ’ , . . ' . :g
” ‘ DAY CAKE SURVEY ' 'L i
BELLO., MY RAJEE IS ____AND I AM CALLING FROM THE COUNSELING CENTER AT THE

UNIVERSITY F MARTLAND. WE ARE DOING\' SURVEY TO GATHER *I"IFORMATIO"I REGARDING
THE NEED FQR AND INTEREST IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A UNIVERSITY-SPONSORED DAY
CARE CFNI‘E . AS A PART OF THAT SURVEY I WOULD LIKE TO ASK YOU A FEW QUESTTONS.

SwsT™T5 NO; eay: THE REST OF THE QUESTIONS ARE BEING ASKED ORLY OF - \— -
INDIVID/UALS WITH CHILDREN IN THAT AGE CATEGORY., THANK YOU VERY MUCH TOR YQLR, TIME
1f fn%/answer is YES ask the following question' , 4
2) ARE YOy P’RLSENTLY USING A DAY. CARE CENTER? YES~ NO \

o ——

If the answer is YES ask the following question: —— ' ot
. . C e o o
3) @OULD YOU PLEASE GIVE ME THE NAME AND EXACT ADDRESS OF THAT GENTER? 7 L .
: ~ . o .-

. N 4 ’ . \ b Y

’ o » ’ . 5 ' \ X\
/If the ranswer is- NO ask the fbllcwing question: ) ' - A '. .0 '\
" &) WOYLD YOU, USE A UNIVERSITY SPONSORED DAY CARE CENTER? YES NO - ‘\

If the answer is NO say: THANK YOU VE%E/MUCH.FOR YOUR.TIME.‘
If the answer is YES continue with the 'reSt of the questions: ’ ' . J

"5) HOW MANY OF YOUR CHILDREN WOULD USE THE CENTER AND WHAT ARE THEIR AGES?. : ‘ ’

28

v

6)"1;13'1' PRECISELY THE TIMES (INCLUDING DAY AND }.VE\]IT‘IG ROURS) DURING WHICH YOU !
WOULD PRESENTLY USE THE CENTER'S SERVICFS. . i SR X
. \ . (x‘

« ¢ ' N . R
7)’ WHAT IS THE MAXIMUM- HOURLY RATE YOU WOULD RE PREPARID TQ CONTRIBUTE THE .
CENTER S 'SUPPORT? ° -, " .

. A

ON A COOPERAT BASIS TO'N’\’;RDS HELPING A(‘ENCY S"'&VICES? T . - - - ’\\*
A
9) WOULD YOU BE PREPAR}LD TO SUPPLY MEALS, FOR YOUR CHILD OR CHILDREN WHILE THEY’
ARE USING THE CENTER? YES_ . NO__ -y . : \
10) SHOULD THE CENTER BE UNABLE TO PROVIDL PROFESSIONAL STAFF MEMBERS. WOULD
YOU STILL USE THE CENTER? YES NO____ ‘
_— . ) - A
- . - v ‘ .
11) IF THE CENTER WERE LOCATED OFF THE UNIVERSIYY OF MARYLAND, COLLEGE PARK .
CAMPUS, WOULD YOU NEED TRANSPORTATION TO GET YOUR CHILD THERE? YES NO
- . N ‘ | . ' Lo .
12) WOULD YOU WISH TO BE CONSULTED REGULARLY ON POLICY RELATED TO QENTER . -
SERVICES"‘ YES _, NO____ . J’ . . o v

. ¢ -

13) PLEASE DESCRIBE ANY SPECIAL MEDICAL, EMOTTONAL, OR OThER NEEDS WHICH YOUR
CHILD HAS FOR WHICH SHEZHE WOULD ‘ILFD UNUSUAL CARE. . Coed

¥ . I
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b 2 - . . i :
Day care centets présehtly being used by respondents in survey-

. - “. : » i . 7»\ _
' BeltSVlLle YWCA Nursery Schooﬂ Beltsville, Ma*yland T
.—-—/ * - -
>~'**"Z Lanham Montessé&l School 6715 Cipriano Road, Lanham, Maryland

-

Madisoﬁ Elementary School,.Faills Church Virginia
¢
RlverdaLe Baptist Thurch, Rlverdale, Maryland

Sm&ver Sprlng Child Care Center, 9226 Colesville Road, Silver Spring, ;
. Harvlana . .

-
+

, ) Willowbrook Day Nﬁrséry, 8151 15th Avenue, Léngley Park, Maryland
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